
COUNCIL BILL NO. 2020-102 
 

A RESOLUTION 
 

AUTHORIZING SETTLEMENT 
(Tavion J. Jones-Premo v. City of Champaign, et al.) 

(Case No. 19-cv-1078) 
 
 

 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHAMPAIGN, 

ILLINOIS, as follows: 

 Section 1.   That the settlement of the claim by Tavion J. Jones-Premo, as set forth in 

Case No. 19-cv-1078 is authorized in the amount set forth in the release attached to this Council 

Bill which is hereby approved for settlement of all issues in conjunction with the aforementioned 

claim. 

 Section 2.  That the City Manager and City Attorney are hereby authorized to execute 

such documents and take such actions as are necessary to implement the settlement of the claim.  

COUNCIL BILL NO. 2020-102 
       
PASSED:      APPROVED:________________________ 
          Mayor 
 
       ATTEST:____________________________ 
          City Clerk 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
_______________________________ 
City Attorney 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 















 
REPORT TO CITY COUNCIL     
 
FROM:  Dorothy Ann David, City Manager  
 
DATE:  September 11, 2020 
 
SUBJECT: EXPLANATION OF COUNCIL BILL NO. 2020 - 102 
 
 
A.  Introduction:  The purpose of this Council Bill is to authorize settlement of the claim of 
Tavion J. Jones-Premo for $74,500.  This settlement would conclude all claims in lieu of further 
litigation.   
 
B. Recommended Action:  The Administration recommends approval of this Council Bill. 
 
C.  Background:  This claim arises from an incident which occurred on December 28, 
2018. The incident occurred during an investigation by Champaign Police of shots fired and the 
subsequent arrest of a person involved in the investigation. On March 15, 2019, Tavion J. Jones-
Premo, a minor at the time of the incident, filed a lawsuit against the City and its officers 
alleging civil rights violations. If approved by the City Council, the $74,500 settlement 
agreement would result in the dismissal of the claims in the lawsuit against any police 
officers and the City.   
 
Typically, when a claim is filed, the City Attorney and Risk Manager and others review the 
claim for potential City exposure to liability.  If it is clear that the City could face liability for the 
claim, the City Attorney and Risk Manager determine the extent of possible City exposure.  
Exposure is the key word in evaluating claims.  Many claims could be litigated, and the City (or 
its employees) exonerated, however frequently the cost of litigating a claim would exceed the 
amount of possible settlement.  Exposure also includes, as in all cases, some likelihood that the 
City or its employees could be found liable for damages alleged by the claimant.   
 
After formal mediation was conducted with a Magistrate Judge, which included discussion and 
evaluation of the potential risks and exposure to liability if the case proceeded to trial, the City 
reached an agreed settlement amount in exchange for full and complete dismissal of the claims in 
this case.   
 
D. Alternatives:   
 
1. Approve the Council Bill. 
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2. Do not approve the Council Bill and provide other guidance to the administration.    
 
E. Discussion of Alternatives:   
 
Alternative 1 would authorize the City’s representatives to finalize the settlement.   

 
a.   Advantages 

   
• Concludes the claim immediately, saving claimants and City personnel from the 

rigors of more litigation. 
• Removes the uncertainty of the outcome of a trial and appeal. 
• Saves both sides the time and expenses of further litigation, including motion 

practice, hearings, trial, and possible appeal. 
• Recognizes the interest of all parties in the settlement.   

 
  b.   Disadvantages 
 

• Expenditure of funds by the City. 
• May be perceived by some persons as unwarranted and by others as too small a 

settlement. 
 
Alternative 2 would not approve the Council Bill.   
 
  a.   Advantages 
 

• Could reduce the total expenditure by the City if the outcome resulted in less damages 
against the City than anticipated. 

  
  b.   Disadvantages 
 

• Additional expenses would reduce the value of a negotiated outcome.  
• If a trial results in a higher verdict, total costs could also be increased by additional 

litigation expenses.  
 
F.  Community Input.  No community input was requested on the settlement, though the public 
will have an opportunity to comment at the Council meeting when this Council Bill is 
considered.   

 
G.  Budget Impact:  The settlement in the amount of $74,500 is available from the Retained 
Risk Fund for payment of the settlement of this matter.   
 
H. Staffing Impact:  Outside legal counsel provided litigation defense services.  An Assistant 
City Attorney, the City Attorney, and the Risk Manager spent 20 hours on lawsuit intake and  
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communicating with outside legal counsel regarding litigation status, strategy, and settlement 
negotiations.  The staffing impact is within the allotted staffing resources.     
 
Prepared by:        
 
 
 
Frederick C. Stavins      
City Attorney  
 




