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DATE:  Monday, November 9, 2020 
TIME:   7:00 P.M. 
PLACE: *Held virtually due to Governor’s and Mayoral Emergency Declarations 
   
The City Council of the City of Urbana, Illinois, met in regular session Monday, November 9, 2020, at 
7:00 p.m. via Zoom. Urbana City Council Chambers, 400 South Vine Street, Urbana, IL 61801 

ELECTED OFFICIALS PHYSICALLY PRESENT: Diane Wolfe Marlin, Mayor;  Phyllis D. 
Clark, City Clerk 
 

ELECTED OFFICIALS PRESENT VIA ZOOM: City Council Members (CM) Bill Brown, Bill 
Colbrook, Shirese Hursey, Jared Miller, Dennis Roberts, Maryalice Wu 
 

ELECTED OFFICIALS ABSENT: None, Vacant, Ward 2 

STAFF PRESENT VIRTUALLY: Sheila Dodd, Wendy Hundley, Jason Liggett, Stepheny 
McMahon, Carol Mitten, Lorrie Pearson, Marcus Ricci, James Simon, Katherine Trotter 

OTHERS PRESENT VIA ZOOM: Allan Axelrod, Beau Barber, Melinda Carr, Tracy Chong, 
Christopher Hansen, John Kraft, Bob Kapolnek, Lena Walker, Grace Wilken 
  
A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

 There being a quorum virtually present, Mayor Marlin called the meeting of the Urbana City 
 Council to order at 8:24pm following Cunningham Township Board meeting.  

B. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

CM Hursey made a motion to approve minutes from the October 12, 2020 and October 26, 2020. 
Motion seconded by CM Colbrook and carried by roll call vote as follows: 
 

Aye: Brown, Colbrook, Hursey, Miller, Roberts, Wu 
Nay: None 

 

C. ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA  

 There was none 
  

D. PRESENTATIONS AND PUBLIC INPUT 

  1.  Presentation – Housing and Utility Resources 

   Community Development Grants Manager Sheila Dodd presented an overview of current  
  benefits and resources available to Urbana residents. She encouraged Council Members to share 
  the information provided with their constitutes. Some of the resources included: City of Urbana 
  Housing Programs, utility assistance, Transitional Housing Program, RPC Housing Assistance, 
  Cunningham Township Housing Assistance, and Low Income Home Energy Assistance  
  Program (LIHEAP), and Immigrant Resources are provided by YMCA. 

  

   After presentation Grants Manager Dodd addressed questions from council members. 
 

  2. Public Input 
  

  Public input via zoom from the following people: Beau Barber, Allan Axelrod, Melinda Carr, 
Tracy Chong, Christopher Hansen, John Kraft, Aaron Umbarger,  Lena Walker, Grace Wilken, 
Some of the comments included: utility moratorium action, LIHEAP assistance is not the 
solution, in opposition of additional gaming terminals, poor leadership, CPRB transparency 
issues, Ameren shut-off issues for Urbana residents, more resources utility shut-off, mirror 

https://www.city.urbana.il.us/Scripts/CouncilVideo/Video.asp?v=/_Video/City_Council/2020/20201109/02._Housing_and_Utility_Resources.mp4
https://www.urbanaillinois.us/departments/community-development
https://ccrpc.org/news/2020/relief-program-for-households-impacted-by-covid-19-now-open-again-to-champaign-county-residents/
https://ccrpc.org/topics/energy/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Tz2Z-_HGrSmC5IMMqv8J71jQ_0Fq0WCpEODBsBTsqrs/edit
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Champaign Emergency Order 12-39-26, are CURES monies being used to help residents, 
address blatant racism local systems, listen to the public, release public records when requested.     

 

  Public Input via email from the following people: Christy, and Gary Taylor. Some of the 
comments included: in support of adding a sixth machine, a $5, 000,000 limit may be too 
restrictive if CURES funding is to help small businesses. 

 

E. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

  There was none 
 

F.  REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES  

 Committee Of The Whole – (Council Member Bill Brown) 

 1.  CONSENT AGENDA 

 2. REGULAR AGENDA   
 

a. Resolution No. 2020-11-055R: A Resolution Authorizing Acceptance of an Illinois Arts 
Council Agency (IACA) Grant for Urbana Arts & Culture Program Operating Support  

 

CM Brown made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2020-11-055R as forwarded from 
Committee. Seconded by CM Roberts and carried by roll call vote as follows: 
 

    Aye: Brown, Colbrook, Hursey, Miller, Roberts, Wu 
   Nay: None 

b. Ordinance No. 2020-11-058: An Ordinance Authorizing the Purchase of Certain Real 
Estate (1411 N. Lincoln Avenue)  

CM Brown made a motion to approve Ordinance No. 2020-11-058 as forwarded from 
Committee. Seconded by CM Colbrook, discussion followed. 
 

City Administrator Carol Mitten addressed concerns raised during public input at the 
Committee of the Whole about certain disclosure requirements related to section 3.1 of the 
Public Officer Prohibited Activities Act. She said that this requirement does not apply to 
Home Rule municipalities. 
 

After discussion and clarification from Administrator Mitten, the motion carried by roll call 
vote as follows: 
 

Aye: Brown, Colbrook, Hursey, Miller, Roberts, Wu    
Nay: None 

c. Ordinance No. 2020-11-059: An Ordinance Amending City Code Chapter 3 (Increase in 
Number of Allowable Video Gaming Terminal Permits)  

CM Brown made a motion to approve Ordinance No. 2020-11-059.  Seconded by CM 
Colbrook, discussion followed.  
 

Mayor Marlin reminded council that this is ordinance to allow one additional machine. After 
discussion and clarification, the motion carried by roll call vote as follows: 
 

Aye: Colbrook, Hursey, Miller, Roberts    
Nay: Brown 
Abstentions: Wu 

  

 G.  REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES 

  There were none 

 

https://library.municode.com/il/champaign/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=MUCO_CH12EMSEDI
https://urbanaillinois.us/sites/default/files/attachments/Resolution_2020-11-055R_all_0.pdf
https://urbanaillinois.us/sites/default/files/attachments/Ordinance_2020-11-058_all_0.pdf
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs3.asp?ActID=689&ChapterID=11
https://urbanaillinois.us/sites/default/files/attachments/Ordinance_2020-11-059_all_0.pdf
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 H.  REPORTS OF OFFICERS  

  Mayor Marlin invited the public to attend the upcoming listening session via Zoom regarding the 
 Use of Force Policy, there will be three sessions one November 12, 2020 from 1:30pm – 3:30pm 
 (geared towards young people); and an evening session from 5:30-7:30pm, and November 13, 2020 
 3-5pm.  Information can be found at the City’s website home page at https://urbanaillinois.us/  

 

 I.   NEW BUSINESS 
  

 1.  Mayoral Appointment to Boards and Commissions 

  a.  The Urbana Free Library Board – term ending June 30, 2022 

   1. Gloria Yen 

   2. Mark Pelmore 
     

   Mayor Marlin introduced the appointments of Gloria Yen and Mark Pelmore to the Urbana 
   Free Library Board with the recommendation for approval. Library Director Celeste Choate 
   addressed the board to express her gratitude for the many applications received, and said 
   that Gloria Yen and Mark Pelmore will be great additions to the board.   
 

   Gloria Yen also expressed her excitement for the opportunity to serve on the board. After 
   introductions, CM Roberts made a motion to approve the appointments as presented.   
   Seconded by CM Hursey and carried by roll call vote as follows: 

 

Aye: Brown, Colbrook, Hursey, Miller, Roberts, Wu    
Nay: None       

 

 2. Ordinance No. 2020-11-060: An Ordinance Approving a Special Use Permit (1111 W.  
  Kenyon Rd. / Plan Case 2404-SU-20 – VitalSkin Dermatology)  
 

  Planner Marcus Ricci presented Ordinance No. 2020-11-060 and Ordinance No. 2020-11-061 
  with the recommendation for approval.  Planner Ricci said that representatives from VitalSkin 
  Dermatology were present to addressed questions or concerns from council. 
 

    Planner Ricci gave background information about the site and surrounding properties, proposed 
  use, requirements for a special use permit, and major variance. The major variance will reduce 
  the minimum front yard from 15 feet to 1 foot, to allow for additional parking in front of the 
  building. On September 24, 2020, the Plan Commission recommended approval for the Special 
  Use permit, but recommended approval for the Major Variance with one condition, that the 
  construction must be in general conformance with the attached site plan, entitled 1111 West 
  Kenyon Road, dated August 25, 2020.  
 

  After presentation, Community Development Director Lorrie Pearson, Planner Ricci, and  
  VitalSkin Dermatology architect Bob Kapolnek addressed questions from council. Some of the 
  concerns expressed were: traffic levels, type of services, and to have these type of items such as 
  Special Use Permit and Major Variance should be presented at Committee to allow Council time 
  to review the information.    

  CM Roberts made a motion to approve Ordinance No. 2020-11-060 as presented.  Seconded by 
  CM Colbrook and carried by roll call vote as follows:  
 

  Aye: Brown, Colbrook, Hursey, Miller, Roberts, Wu    
  Nay: None 
 

 3. Ordinance No. 2020-11-061: An Ordinance Approving a Major Variance (1111 W. Kenyon 
  Rd. / Case ZBA-2020-MAJ-06 – VitalSkin Dermatology)  

  Planner Marcus Ricci presented Ordinance No. 2020-11-060 and Ordinance No. 2020-11-061 
  with the recommendation for approval.   
  

https://urbanaillinois.us/
https://urbanaillinois.us/sites/default/files/attachments/Mayoral_Appointment_Boards_Commissions_1.pdf
https://urbanaillinois.us/sites/default/files/attachments/Ordinance_2020-11-060_all.pdf
https://urbanaillinois.us/sites/default/files/attachments/Ordinance_2020-11-061_all.pdf
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  CM Brown made a motion to approve Ordinance No. 2020-11-061 as presented. Seconded by  
  CM Colbrook and carried by roll call vote as follows: 
  

  Aye: Brown, Colbrook, Miller, Roberts, Wu    
  Nay: Hursey 
 

  At 10:29p.m. CM Miller made a motion to extend the meeting to 11:00p.m. Seconded by CM 
  Hursey and carried by roll call vote as follows: 
 

  Aye: Brown, Colbrook, Hursey, Miller, Roberts, Wu    
  Nay: None 

 4. Ordinance No. 2020-11-062: An Ordinance Approving a Major Variance (106 E.   
  Pennsylvania Ave. / ZBA Case No. 2020-MAJ-05)  
 

  Planner Katherine Trotter presented this ordinance. She said this is a request by Jane and Steve 
  Amundsen, property owners at 106 East Pennsylvania Avenue to have a major variance for an 
  air conditioning unit to encroach three feet into the required five feet for a side yard. Trotter said 
  the house already encroaches into the side yard, so the air conditioning unit would be two feet 
  from the property line. Jane Amundsen was present to answer questions from council members. 
 

  CM Brown made a motion to approve Ordinance No. 2020-11-062 as presented.  Seconded by 
  CM Roberts and carried by roll call vote as follows: 

    Aye: Brown, Colbrook, Hursey, Miller, Roberts, Wu    
  Nay: None 
 

 5. Resolution No. 2020-11-056R: A Resolution Approving an Amendment to the City of  
  Urbana Consolidated Plan and Annual Action Plan FY 2020-2021  

 Grants Manager Sheila Dodd presented this resolution. She said $334,849 was allocated to the 
 City from CDBG-CV3 to prevent, prepare, and respond to COVID-19. She said the funding 
 will be used to address the needs of low and moderate income persons impacted by COVID-19 
 and staff is researching programs and infrastructure improvements to utilize this funding. 
 Recommendations will be sent to council for future discussion and budget amendment. Dodd 
 responded to questions and concerns from council members. 
 

 CM Miller made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2020-11-056R. Seconded by CM Hursey 
 and carried by roll call vote as follows: 
 

 Aye:  Brown, Colbrook, Hursey, Miller, Roberts, Wu 
 Nay:  None 

 

 6. Resolution No. 2020-11-057R: A Resolution Accepting the Local CURES Economic  
   Support Payments Grant Program (ES Program) Funding from the State of Illinois     

   Community Development Director Lorrie Pearson began the presentation for this resolutions 
   she said this grant has been applied for and have not been received but they are expecting  
   notification at any moment. It is being presented at this time so when it is received, they can 
   immediately act on it. Economic Development Coordinator Stepheny McMahon added this will 
   be used to reimburse businesses for eligible costs incurred due to COVID-19. Businesses who 
   meet the criteria can apply for up to $20,000 as an expense reimbursement for costs to update 
   their commercial property to make it safer for employees and patrons. Priority will be given to 
   the businesses hit hardest by the pandemic, like hospitality, restaurants, hotels, and retail.  
   Pearson and McMahon responded to questions from council members. CM Miller suggested 
   inserting “net revenue of $5,000,000” on page four of the City of Urbana Economic Support 
   Grant Program Guidelines. 
 

https://urbanaillinois.us/sites/default/files/attachments/Ordinance_2020-11-062_all.pdf
https://urbanaillinois.us/sites/default/files/attachments/Resolution_2020-11-056R_all.pdf
https://urbanaillinois.us/sites/default/files/attachments/Resolution_2020-11-057R_all.pdf
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   CM Wu made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2020-11-057R and to add “net revenue of 
   $5,000,000” to the guidelines. Motion seconded by CM Roberts. After further discussion, the 
   motion was revised to reduce the “net revenue from $5,000,000 to $2,000,000”. Motion carried 
   by roll call vote as follows: 
 

   Aye:  Brown, Colbrook, Hursey, Miller, Roberts, Wu 
   Nay:  None 
 

 7. Discussion – Urbana Business Association (UBA) 

   Mayor asked to move items 8 & 9 prior to the UBA discussion. CM Colbrook made a  
   motion to accept the change.  Seconded by CM Miller and carried by roll call vote as follows: 
 

   Aye:  Brown, Colbrook, Hursey, Miller, Roberts, Wu 
   Nay:  None 

   Economic Development Coordinator Stepheny McMahon began the discussion by providing  
   background information about the relationship between the City and the UBA. The UBA relies 
   heavily on major events such as the sweetcorn festival, Boneyard Arts Festival, Urbana Arts 
   Expo, CU Jazz Festival, and the CU Folks & Roots Festival, and Market in the Square to  
   generate income. However, due to COVID-19 and its restrictions most of the events were  
   restricted or cancelled forcing the UBA to make changes to the organization. In response, the 
   City hired the UBA’s Executive Director Darius White to work within the City’s Economic 
   Development Division to provide the support businesses need.  
 

   UBA member Tina Stover addressed the board and said that they will be exploring other options 
   to allow the organization to become self sufficient, Darius White will be working for the City 
   and this will be the last agreement the City will have to sign with UBA, which will end December 
   31, 2020. The board will focus on becoming an asset to the City, local businesses, and the  
   community. The UBA will be vacating the City’s property March 31, 2021.  
 

   Additionally, McMahon said that staff is recommending a funding amount equal to $28,905.50 to 
   be reimburse for eligible expenses through the end on this calendar year. The final consensus 
   was to bring a resolution to council for approval.  

   CM Roberts expressed his sentiments of disappointment that the City is not willing to support 
   its own Business Association. In response, Mayor Marlin said that Darius White will be doing  
   the many of the same things as he did at the UBA. 

 8. Ordinance No. 2020-11-063: An Ordinance Amending Ratification of Extension   
   to Emergency Order No. 20-03 (Temporary Suspension of Issuance of Special Events  
   Permits)   
 

  At 10:57pm CM Wu made a motion to extend the meeting to 11:156pm. Seconded by CM  
  Hursey and carried by roll call vote as follows: 
 

   Aye:  Brown, Hursey, Miller, Roberts, Wu 
   Nay:  Colbrook 

   Mayor Marlin presented Ordinance No. 2020-11-063 with the recommendation for approval. 
   This ordinance will extend the time for temporary suspension of issuance of special events 
   permits.  

   CM Wu made a motion to approve Ordinance No. 2020-11-063.  Seconded by CM Hursey. 
   Discussion followed among council about adding an expiration date.    

   CM Wu made a motion to amend Ordinance No. 2020-11-063 to include an expiration date of 
   March 1, 2021. Seconded by CM Miller and carried by roll call vote as follows: 

https://urbanaillinois.us/sites/default/files/attachments/Discussion_UBA.pdf
https://urbanaillinois.us/sites/default/files/attachments/Ordinance_2020-11-063_all.pdf
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   Aye:  Brown, Colbrook, Hursey, Miller, Roberts, Wu 
   Nay:  None 

   After amendment, the final motion was to approve Ordinance No. 2020-11-063 as amended.  
   Motion carried by roll call as follows: 

   Aye:  Brown, Colbrook, Hursey, Miller, Roberts, Wu 
   Nay:  None 

 9. Ordinance No. 2020-11-064: An Ordinance Amending Ratification of Extension to  
   Emergency Order No. 20-09 (Continued guidelines concerning numbers of attendees,  
   social distancing, and use of face coverings at parties and other gatherings)   

 CM Roberts made a motion to approve this ordinance with the addition of the ending date of 
 March 1, 2021. Motion seconded by CM Hursey and carried by roll call vote as follows: 
  

 Aye:  Brown, Colbrook, Hursey, Miller, Roberts, Wu 
 Nay:  None 

 

 J.   ADJOURNMENT  

   With no further business to come before the council, Mayor Marlin adjourned the virtual  
  meeting at 11:16 p.m. 

 
 

Wendy M. Hundley______     

Deputy City Clerk 

 

This meeting was video recorded and is viewable on-demand.                 
     

       Minutes Approved:    December 14, 2020     
 

 

https://urbanaillinois.us/sites/default/files/attachments/Ordinance_2020-11-064_all.pdf
https://www.city.urbana.il.us/Scripts/CouncilVideo/Video.asp?v=/_Video/City_Council/2020/20201109

